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Sharing an article from Bishop Mark
“We Are Church Together: This is Our Neighborhood”
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as
yourself.” Luke 10:27
Dear friends and members of the congregations and ministries of our Sierra Pacific Synod: Grace and
Peace to you from Jesus who is the Christ, Amen.
Over and over in the Bible, and particularly in the Gospels, the word “neighbor” is used to describe
those to whom we are called to offer our love and care. Most often, these neighbors are not the first or
the easiest people we might imagine offering our support to or choosing to be with in community.
Samaritans, aliens, widows and orphans, lepers, tax collectors, and a variety of sinners are lifted up as
the very people we are supposed to love in the same way we love ourselves and God – with all our
heart and soul and strength and mind. I suppose this reminder comes to us in three of the four Gospels
because God knows us all too well. God knows how we are more likely to love those whom it is easy for
us to love, those who seem most like us, or for those from whom we might expect to get something in
return for our love.
This call from the Gospel to love our neighbor also speaks to a part of our sinful nature – our proclivity
to exclude others — those whom we fear or who are different from us. There is ample evidence
throughout history and, yes, in this time, of those who seek to play off our fear of the “other” –
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xenophobia – for political or monetary gain. We are encouraged not to see others as our neighbors,
but as those whom we should fear,

or exploit for our personal gain. We are given permission to ignore the suffering of many in our
neighborhoods who live in fear because of the color of their skin. We choose not to see they are far
more likely
to die from being killed by a police officer, or to be picked up by immigration agents while dropping
their children off at school.
We are told we should fear people fleeing from wars or political persecution or gang violence or who
seek a better life who seek asylum at our borders and on our shores. As long as we have food and
shelter, we ignore the millions who live without adequate shelter, or food, or potable water, or who
are climate refugees. Our life of comfort and ease is often directly related to the lives of others who
suffer. What is the work of the church for a time such as this? I pray our time in Assembly as “church
together” (and beyond these three days) will be an opportunity for us to explore what it means for us
to be “neighbor” to those in our local and global neighborhood.
My first understanding of “our neighborhood” came from living at 306 Barbara Avenue in Solana
Beach, then a small, idyllic coastal town of 3,000 people just north of San Diego. Because we moved
there when I was three years old, this is really the first place I knew as home. Growing up in that
neighborhood helped me appreciate what security, happiness, beauty, friendships, comfort, and hope
would mean to me in my youth. It was the neighborhood where my school was located, where my
friends lived, where I first learned to ride a bike, where my brother and I sold avocados and lemonade
from the trees of our yard.
It was an idyllic time when, even as a five-year-old, I was allowed to walk alone to the Speedee Mart. I
would use the proceeds of our Avocado sales to get an Icee or to go to the beach with my brother to
spend summer days under the watchful eyes of the lifeguards who knew all of the kids of our
neighborhood by name. That meant, of course, we had to be on our best behavior at the beach. If we
did anything wrong, it would inevitably get back to our parents. But even this network of watchful
eyes provided me with a comfort and security which I was not able to appreciate at the time. Truth be
told, I wouldn’t mind having such a network of watchful eyes in place for our eight grandchildren in
the communities in which they live, because this is a very different day and age. I wonder, what is the
role of the church in providing this “safety net” for ALL of the children who live in our neighborhoods?
My formative years were also a time when our neighbors across the street built a bomb shelter, when
we had regular “duck and cover” nuclear attack drills in school, and when Atlas missile launches from
Vandenburg Air Force Base would sometimes light up our evening sky. New people moved into our
neighborhood as friends moved away, and the “rules” for how my brother and I could roam freely
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began to change. As I grew older, I began to get a sense from my parents that “our” neighborhood and
“our” nation felt less secure. In some ways, that brought about a protective response to try and keep
our neighborhood as safe as it had been perceived to be. In other words, mostly white, middle class,
and with people of similar political leanings to those of my parents.
The lessons I learned from those changing times that defined “our neighborhood” have taken some
time to unlearn. In many ways, I am still unlearning them. I don’t believe I’m alone on this journey;
perhaps you have been on a similar journey if you are of a similar “vintage” to me. Acknowledging how
White Privilege, racism,
sexism and gender bias, economic injustice, the Doctrine of Discovery, abuse of the environment and
the impoverishment of most of the people and lands of the Third World that provided for the ease and
comfort of my idyllic upbringing has been a long, painful process. I confess there are times when
confronting my complicity in the sufferings of others has seemed so overwhelming that I wished I
could simply retreat back into that neighborhood of my youth and pretend I don’t know what I now
know.
But denial only deepens my guilt and my complicity and does nothing to address the very real
concerns confronting the people of neighborhoods in our country and world today. Our calling as
followers of Jesus is to name and confront the sin of our own complicity in the suffering of many in
today’s world. It must be named. It must be courageously and faithfully transformed into active
engagement with the powers of this world that attempt to seduce us with assurances that are nothing
more than “false security and illusory hope.” (From the Rite of Ordination – charge to the newly
ordained.) We have allowed ourselves to be seduced by assurances that wealth and power will
provide security and happiness, even if our gains come at a cost that is life-threatening to most of the
rest of the world. We are beguiled to believe the false security of building walls at our borders will
keep us safe. We are enticed to an illusory hope that resorting to violence and war will somehow bring
about peace.
Do we trust the redeeming love of Jesus will transform our hearts and minds and souls and strength to
be church together and serve as we have been called to serve – to truly love God and others as we love
ourselves? Christ’s words, “You shall love” declare not only a command, but a future reality we are
called to fulfill. That time is now. For such a time as this we are called to be church together for the
sake of the world. We are called to look faithfully and fearlessly at the needs of those around us. With
the encouragement of the Spirit of Christ, we are called to imagine with boldness a response that
demonstrates how God’s love in Christ shines even more brightly in the darkest and most fearful of
times. This is what it means to love our neighbor as ourselves.
As members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, we often speak of doing God’s work with
our hands. Every three years, high school youth from all over the country gather in places like New
Orleans, or Detroit, or Houston (where about 250 of our synod’s youth and their adult sponsors will be
in June) to go to work in the neighborhoods of the cities where we are gathered. Many of our
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congregations offer the chance for their youth to go on “urban plunge” trips in our cities or to build
houses in Mexico or other places. These experiences are transformative for our youth. Perhaps your
life was transformed by attending a youth gathering or an urban immersion experience in your
formative years. Mine was. But it’s not only youth and young adults whose lives are changed through
such service. It’s all of us! In September of each year, on “God’s Work, Our Hands” weekend (God’s
Work Our Hands Resources), we call youth and adults in our congregations and ministries to consider
how they will immerse themselves in the communities they serve through work projects and acts of
charity.
In some places, these experiences have prompted ongoing connections and relationships between
congregational members and the people of the neighborhoods where many of our congregations have
been offering a witness to Christ for 50, 60, 70 years or more. Sometimes, these are the first
substantive connections that have been made between congregations and neighborhoods in many
years. Neighborhoods which have changed much in these years. Neighborhoods that are in many cases
much more diverse in their makeup than our congregations. Neighborhoods with youth and young
adults and people who could add much to the depth and strength of our witness and service. Can we,
will we, change our willingness and ability to see people we have overlooked or seldom noticed? Can
we, will we offer an open door, a “welcome mat” to our neighbors that is more than offering service
one weekend per year to the people Jesus described in Matthew 25 as those in whom we are called to
see the very presence of Christ? People Jesus calls us to love in the same way we are called to love God
– with all our heart and our soul and our strength.
In the backdrop of all these questions about our work and witness, a good number of of our 192
congregations in northern Nevada and northern California are facing serious questions about the
sustainability of their ministries. As our synod staff have visited with you, we have heard your
concerns and your hopes for the future of the ministries you have loved and served for many years. In
the last 40 years or so, most of our congregations have become smaller and older, with fewer
resources of people and money and time to offer programs and ministries that were once a part of a
vital witness that drew people into a walk with Christ. Some of our congregations are no longer able to
support the full-time call of a pastor to serve with them. During this same period, we have become
what the Pew Research Group calls “The Whitest denomination in America.” I don’t believe these two
trends are unrelated.
I believe the decline of our denomination is due largely to our lack of agility to reflect the diversity of
the amazing mission field – our neighborhood — where God has placed us. I also believe our calling
now is to trust that God trusts us with this great challenge – to overcome our fears and our failings to
be the present and future fulfillment of Christ’s command to us – “love your neighbor as yourself.”
Institutional racism and a lack of cultural competence and humility have been tantamount to putting
out an “unwelcome mat” by the door of our sanctuaries. Sanctuaries where people are longing to
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experience Christ’s welcoming embrace, an embrace that we are called to offer. No easy work, this, but
then, nothing worth doing is ever easy.
Quite honestly, this hard work may be a way for us to finally admit that without the transforming love
of Christ, we cannot do this ourselves. We need the Spirit’s nudge, empowerment, gifts and graces to
do the hard work of seeing our neighbors and neighborhoods as Christ sees all of us – in love and
mercy and grace. It reminds me of the words of the Hymn “Spirit of Gentleness:”
Spirit, spirit of gentleness. Blow through the wilderness, calling and free.
Spirit, spirit of restlessness. Stir me from placidness. Wind, wind on the sea.
You call from tomorrow, You break ancient schemes,
From the bondage of sorrow The captives dream dreams;
Our women see visions, Our men clear their eyes.
With bold new decisions Your people arise.
Recently, I heard Dr. Cynthia Moe-Lobeda of Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary speak to the Rocky
Mountain Synod as they gathered in Assembly. At one point during her talk on the theme “For the Life
of the World,” she asked this question: “What if being a neighbor means taking a stand? To advocate,
to seek justice and peace – even if it means we are being called into controversy?” (Keynote Address,
Rocky Mountain Synod Assembly, May 4, 2018) It’s a similar question I have been wrestling with in my
call to serve you, even before I was elected ten years ago to serve as your bishop. I have sometimes
been asked what I would do to help congregations that are “dying.” My response has been this:
“If you’re asking me to “fix” these congregations, that’s not our polity or practice – the Lutheran Church
doesn’t invest bishops with that kind of authority. But what I can do is to encourage you to go out into
your neighborhood and community, to seek out people and leaders of the community you serve and ask
one question, “If you could tell a church to do one thing that would make a difference in our community,
what would it be?” Then, take all the answers you receive and pick the hardest one – because it’s likely
that’s where the Holy Spirit is hiding, waiting to encourage you in this challenging work. Let it be known
that you are a congregation that is willing to risk everything to love and serve your neighbors, or to die
trying. That’s a witness I’m thinking more people would want to know something about.”
I hope and pray we will continue to answer the call to be church together — willing to risk our very
existence for the sake of our neighbors, knowing that this might well stir up some controversy as we
advocate for peace and justice in Christ’s name. May the Spirit of the living Christ empower us to love,
and be loved, by our neighbors.
Thank you for the privilege of serving with you as the bishop of our Sierra Pacific Synod. Blessings in
your lives and ministries!
Peace,
Bp. Mark
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PRESIDENT’S POINT OF
VIEW
As we enter the half way part of the year, we need to take a moment and review two
very important happenings; the gas line failure and repair and the passing of Eva Woodall.
Both have had and will continue to have an impact on the future, both near and far.
The failure in March, just before Easter and immediately before the service for Eva, could have been a series of events
which could have spelled the end for Faith. The failure of the gas line had major repercussions not only for us, but for
future of the school, Montessori. The school has to operate under very stringent and specific state requirements. Each
classroom must have regulated temperature control within specific limits. In order to maintain the heating system which
was in the education wing, the estimate for maintaining the existing system was prohibitive. To be honest the council
was stumped. We were fortunate in that the electrician, George Richardson, which we have used for minor repairs and
maintenance came up with an alternate plan. That plan saved us in the neighborhood of $20,000.00!! It also allowed us
to provide AC for the Education Wing.
The electrician and the plumber, Crown Plumbing, put some of their previous commitments on hold or extended
completion schedules to accommodate our needs. This allowed us to use space heaters for a minimum time in the
school rooms. The school was patient, but persistent, in our time line for providing heat. We then had to wait 2 weeks
for PG&E to schedule a special crew to restart gas service. WE MADE IT!!
There is a financial result which is not as exciting, in order to finance these changes, without applying for a loan, we had
to use many of the designated reserve accounts. It is our desire to replenish these accounts, but it will not be possible
without some additional influx of cash. I am asking all to examine their giving and please try to put an additional amount
in their offering designated for gas line repair.
There is a financial result which is not as exciting, in order to finance these changes, without applying for a loan, we had
to use many of the designated reserve accounts. It is our desire to replenish these accounts but it will not be possible
without some additional influx of cash. I am asking all to examine their giving and please try to put an additional amount
in their offering designated for gas line repair.
The death of Eva left a large empty hole in our support system. Eva was an integral part and leader in Faith’s life for a
number of years. It was Eva who kept the Christmas Smorgasbord going, it was Eva who, for many years, coordinated
the Lector volunteers, Eva undertook the responsibility of the meals for the Shelter in San Jose, she reminded us of the
dates and need for blankets and layette items for The Lord’s Pantry and the shelter, the Fourth of July BBQ’s were a
special project which she loved and headed up, the prayer chain, Birthday and anniversary cards, the White Breakfast
were more of what she volunteered for. She served as a sounding board and reference person for me as ,
unexpectantly, I had to take over the President’s position. I depended on her knowledge of the past for the basis of
many decisions I had to present to the Pastor or the Council. Finding someone to take over these volunteer positions
will be a large task.
We need to acknowledge these two events as forming the future of Faith and to be prayerfully thankful for God’s
guidance and hand. It is through his Grace that we are able to provide his word to our community and to have had
these people for support.
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PROPERTY REPORT FOR
MAY 2018
Gwennie Balcomb

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cleaned up front yard of weeds
Fertilized front yard
Repair of switch in the furnace room
3 lights in sancturary
Ivy in process of being cleaned up on driveway
Estimate to fix fence
Working with Montessori on back area of school for garden’s
Power outage on property reset of timeclocks
Working with PGE on mandatory tree approval
Working with Montessori on Parking lot issue
Drips in front yard repaired
Registered heating units for warranty
Working on Montessori percentages for electricity.
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Birthday’s for April

Anniversary for April

Bryan Crall

3

Len & Shirley Brothers

8

Robert Zimmerman, Sr.

8

Les & Carol Grundy

27

Damian Hernandez

22

Gail Zimmerman

23

Donovan Plummer

26

Mario Chissesi

Angie Balcomb

Dottie Chissesi

Marie Hughes

Thelma Spaziani

Sharon Biller

Eunice Phillips

Alice Abbing

Don Wixon

Jim White

Doris Wacker

Bob Balcomb

Nathan Crall
We are sensitive to both the need of friends and relatives to seek healing prayer for others and
to the need we all feel to have others care and pray for us. If you or someone you know needs
prayers, please feel free to place a request in the offering basket or call the church office.
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SOCIAL CONCERN OF THE
MONTH: THE LORD’S PANTRY

Summer Food Service Program

During the school year, 22 million children nationwide receive free or reduced-priced
meals through the National School Lunch Program. When school is out during the
summer months, however, only 3.9 million receive free or reduced-price meals. This
gap of 1 in 6 summer to school-time participants is the result of various barriers
experienced only during the summer, including a lack of access to meal sites,
insufficient program awareness, and limited resources when schools are closed.

Oor local food banks operate several summer food service programs during the
summer that seek to close this gap. These programs help meet the needs of lowincome children and their families who face hunger in the summer by providing them
with nutritious meals and snacks when school is not in session.

Our June Social Concern of the Month is supporting the Lord’s Pantry and San Jose
Family Shelter in their participation with the Summer Food Service Program as well
donating to the nationwide Feeding America Summer Food Service Program.

9

Could you Help
We are very much in need of a recommendation for a gardener
We are also in need of a volunteer to check supplies needed in the Fireside room each month.

Monthly Financials
Totals for JUNE 2018
Offering Total:

$5867.00

Social Concern of the Month: $212.00

Lord’s Pantry $200.00

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERING
FOR MAY
Attendane
$2,323.00

2500
2000

Offering

$1,809.00

1500
$920.00

1000
500
0
Attendane
Offering

$815.00

44

33

20

21

6

13

20

27

44

33

20

21

$1,809.00

$2,323.00

$920.00

$815.00
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A REMINDER THERE ARE MATERIALS ON THE TABLE IN THE
NARTHEX
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO TAKE THEM HOME
Pastor Peggy White
Office Schedule-by appointment
In case of a need (24/7)
Office 408 356 5055

If there are items you would like to see in the newsletter, please contact the church
office
FLC Ministry Staff
Peggy White, Pastor
Organist/Pianist: Ian Langga
FLC Executive Committee
Bob Balcomb, President
Open– Vice President
Skip McAskill – Secretary
Stefan Myslicki – Treasurer
Council Members
Linda Perez
Deana Hernandez
Bob Zeiher
Gwennie Balcomb
Len Brothers
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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
16548 Ferris Avenue
Los Gatos, California 95032
Phone 408-356-5055
E-mail: office@faithlosgatos.org

Address Correction Request
“Like” us on Facebook
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