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WE ARE GLAD YOU ARE HERE! 

We welcome all people to join us in worship and fellowship.  Children are welcome in 

worship, we also have nursery care during our worship service.  Please ask an usher to direct 

you.  Please join us after the service in the Fireside Room for refreshments and time to visit.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP GUIDE 
Our worship is participatory.  This guide will help you.  The text that follows is called 

“liturgy.”  Some parts are spoken or sung by worship leaders.  Other parts are spoken or 

sung by the whole assembly.  The parts spoken or sung by the whole assembly are identified 

with bold text.  

We will also sing some songs (or hymns).  These songs are identified with a title and a song 

number.  These songs may be found in one of three books or printed in this bulletin. These 

books are identified as follows: 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) – the red book 

With One Voice (WOV) – the blue book 

Worship and Praise (WP) – the purple book 

Other instructions (when to stand) are printed in italic text or will be provided by a worship 

lead.  
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TODAY’S WORSHIP 

 

At the beginning of summer our worship texts focused on the work of discipleship. Now we 

shift to listen to hear Jesus teaching about the kingdom of God.  

 

The texts for today come from Isaiah and the Gospel according to Matthew. From Isaiah we 

are given assurance that God’s word accomplishes what God intends. From Matthew we 

hear Jesus teaching through the “Parable of the Sower,” a parable about receiving the word 

of God. 
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HOLY COMMUNION 

SETTING FOUR 

 

GATHERING 
PRELUDE 

Before the prelude, speak to one other.  During the prelude, speak to God.  During the 

service, listen for God to speak to you.  During the week, let God speak through you. 

 

The Invitation of the Bell 

 

Announcements:       

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 

we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 

P:  Gracious God, 

C:  have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 

into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion 

forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have 

failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live 

and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen 

 

P:  God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 

Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering  Song:              Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty      ELW 533 
  

Greeting 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

 

Hymn of Praise:                             Great is the Lord                             W&P 53 

 

 

 

 

 
Text & Music by Deborah D. Smith & Michael W. Smith. CCLI Song # 1149.  © 1982 Meadowgreen Music Company, 

Admin. By Capitol CMG Publishing. For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.   
All rights reserved. ccli.com. CCLI License # 11396410 
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Prayer of the Day 
P:  Let us pray. 

C: Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy 

Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 (please be seated) 

 

 

WORD 

 

Time with the Kid’s                           Pastor Peggy 

 

First Reading:                                                                            Isaiah 55:10-13 

AM:   10 As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it 

without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish,so that it yields seed for the sower 

and bread for the eater, 11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth:  It will not return to 

me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 
12 You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will burst into 

song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands.13 Instead of the thornbush 

will grow the juniper, and instead of briers the myrtle will grow.  This will be for the LORD’s 

renown, for an everlasting sign, that will endure forever.” “Word of God, Word of Life”. 

C:    Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm Reading                        Psalm 65:1-13                   (read responsively) 

AM:    1 Praise awaits you our God, in Zion; to you our vows will be fulfilled.. 

C:         2 You who answer prayer, to you all people will come. 

AM:  3 When we were overwhelmed by sins, you forgave our transgressions. 

C:     4 Blessed are those you choose and bring near to live in your courts!   We are 

filled with the good things of your house, of your holy temple. 
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AM:  5 You answer us with awesome and righteous deeds, God our Savior, the hope of all 

the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas, 

C:     6 who formed the mountains by your power, having armed yourself with strength,  

 

AM:  7 who stilled the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the turmoil of the 

nations. 

C:     8 The whole earth is filled with awe at your wonders; where morning dawns, 

where evening fades, you call forth songs of joy. 

AM:  9 You care for the land and water it; you enrich it abundantly.  The streams of God are 

filled with water to provide the people with grain, for so you have ordained it. 

C:    10 You drench its furrows and level its ridges; you soften it with showers and bless 

its crops.  

 

AM: 11 You crown the year with your bounty, and your carts overflow with abundance. 

C:     12 The grasslands of the wilderness overflow; the hills are clothed with gladness. 

 

AM:  13 The meadows are covered with flocks and the valleys are mantled with grain; 

    they shout for joy and sing. 

Gospel Acclamation  
(please stand as you are able) 

                                   

                                            Augsburg Fortress Publishers.  
                               All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726427. 
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Gospel Reading:                                                  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

P:  The holy gospel according to Matthew 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 
3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 
4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 
5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because 

the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they 

withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and 

choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, 

sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.” 18 “Listen then to 

what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the message about the kingdom 

and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their 

heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20 The seed falling on rocky ground refers to 

someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But since they have no root, 

they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they 

quickly fall away. 22 The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the 

word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it 

unfruitful. 23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and 

understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times 

what was sown.” The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ 

(please be seated) 

 

Sermon:                        Pastor Peggy 

                     (Usher will come by and pick up your Prayer cards) 

 

 

Hymn of the Day:       Word of God, Come Down on Earth         ELW 510 
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Apostles’ Creed: 
(please stand as you are able) 

AM:  Please join me in confessing our faith 
C:     I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

         I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the   

         Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

         died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose    

         again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and  

         he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

         I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the       

         forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

AM:  Called together in the Spirit’s embrace, let us pray for the mending of God’s world. 

A brief silence. 

 

AM:   Gracious God, we give thanks for your living word that goes out and does not return 

empty. Make your church a partner in accomplishing what you desire. Unite us in faith, 

witness, and mission. Hear us, O God., 

C:       Your mercy is great. 

 

AM:   For land, creatures, and people suffering from drought, that gentle rain bring life and 

hope. For mountains, hills, and the trees of the field, that all creation clap for joy. Hear us, O 

God. 

C:       Your mercy is great. 

 

AM:   For nations suffering the violence and hunger of war.  For exiles and refugees. Lead 

them home in peace and bless them with your fullness. Hear us, O God. 

C:      Your mercy is great. 
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AM:   For victims and perpetrators of race-based crime. For all who suffer sorrow, illness, or 

injury (especially). Bring them justice, healing, and new life by the power of your Spirit. 

Hear us, O God., 

C:       Your mercy is great. 

 

AM:   For this congregation and its leaders; through our shared work, let your word prosper 

among us and bring life to the community beyond our doors. Hear us, O God. 

C:       Your mercy is great. 

 

AM:  We pray for the world.  This week from the Cycle of World Prayer we especially lift 

up Djibouti, Somalia.  May they live in your peace and protection.  Lord, in your mercy. 

C:       Your mercy is great. 

 

AM:    In thanksgiving for all who have died recently, for strangers and dear ones who have 

blessed our lives and sparked our hope (especially). Give comfort and confidence to all who 

mourn. Hear us, O God. 

C:        Your mercy is great. 

 

P:   All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your care through 

Christ our Lord. 

C:       Amen. 

  

Peace 
 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C:  and also with you 

 

 

MEAL 
 

Offering 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.    
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Offering Prayer 
P:   Let us pray . . .   

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your 

whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know 

your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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Holy, Holy, Holy   

 

 
 

Contributors: Vazquez & Webb.  Tune © 1999 Augsburg Fortress Publishers.  
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726427. 

 

 

Words of Institution 
 

P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.   Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.   
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C:   Our Father, who art in heaven, 

       hallowed be thy name, 

       thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

       on earth as it is in heaven. 

       Give us this day our daily bread; 

       and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

       who trespass against us; 

       and lead us not into temptation, 

       but deliver us from evil. 

       For thine is the kingdom, 

       and the power, and the glory, 

       forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Communion 
All are invited and welcome at this table. We come together and kneel or stand as we desire. 

Gluten free bread is available upon request. Red wine or white grape juice is served in 

individual cups. If you choose not to receive the bread and wine you are invited to come for 

a blessing, or stay in your seat in silent prayer. (For those who cannot come to the table, we 

will come to you.) 

 

Communion Music:                                                                    Darryl Parker              

 

(please stand as you are able) 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s 

grace. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

P:  Let us pray . . . 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of 

this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 

fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
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SENDING 

 

Blessing 

P:  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

                                                                                      

Sending Song                Go in Peace and Serve the Lord               WP 46 

 

 

Dismissal 

P:   Go in peace. Share the good news 

C:  Thanks be to God 
 

Postlude 

 

Please join us for refreshments in the Fireside Room after the 

service.  
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Those in service today 

                           Pastor:   Pastor Peggy 

                           Organist:    Darryl Parker 

                           Ushers:     Bob Balcomb/Les Grundy 

                          Acolytes:           Tristen Fabris/ Damian      

                                                              Hernandez/Donovan Plummer 

                           Lector:                       Eva Woodall 

                          Altar Care                   Linda Perez 

                           Flowers:     Elli Gerhardt  

                           Refreshments             Shirley Brothers 

 

 

Prayer List 

                                  Mimi Shilov    Mario Chissesi        

                                  Eva Woodall          Marie Hughes 

                                  Thelma Spaziani    Sharon Biller  

                                  Joe Neely               Eunice Phillips 

                                   

                                   

Financials/Attendance for July 9, 2017 

Attendance:     21      

Offering:         $715.00 
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ANNOUNCMENTS 

 

Social Concern of the Month 
 

Habitat for Humanity East Bay/Silicon Valley brings people together 

to build homes, communities and hope. They work on revitalizing 

neighborhoods, building affordable and sustainable housing 

solutions, and empowering families through successful 

homeownership. Since 1986, they have partnered with volunteers, 

the community, and qualified families with limited incomes to 

strengthen communities in Alameda, Contra Costa, and Santa Clara 

Counties. 
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Faith Lutheran’s Hospitality Credo 

Mission: By the Power of God: Caring, Sharing, Praying, Growing 

Caring & Growing 
1. All are welcome 

 We are inclusive 

 We value you being here 

Caring & Praying 
2. We expect to meet Jesus 

  Every Sunday when we gather 

  Communion/ Lord’s Supper is open to everyone without restrictions 

Praying & Sharing 
3. Service 

 Worship on Sunday is when we gather to receive God’s service to us, and to thank 

and praise God. 

 Serving our neighbor and the stranger is what we are sent out to do. 

 

4. Grateful and Thankful 

 We know all of life is a gift and blessing from God. 

 We are sent out to be a blessing to everyone we meet. 

Sharing 
5. Sharing our resources 

 Financial: One of God’s many blessings is our financial gifts 

  FLC shares 15% of all our offerings, plus the social concern of   

 the month offerings with: 

  The broader Lutheran church 

  The world 

  Our neighbors 

 Energy:  We give our time and passion to 6 local community charities 

 

Praying & Growing 
6. We are human 

 We struggle with our lack of faith & human condition 

 We confess our sins 

 We repent – that is turn around to Jesus 

 We accept forgiveness, sometimes 

 We are blessed with God’s love and forgiveness 

 As Lutherans, we live daily as both saint and forgiven sinner. 

 Which means we are human. 
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The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle – This Week 

July 16, 2017 
 

Pray for:  Djibouti, Somalia 
¶ Peace in Somalia and that clan and military leaders would repent of the devastation they 

have caused to the land and its peoples. 

¶ Hundreds of thousands of Somali refugees all over the world, and refugees from Eritrea and 

Ethiopia who have fled to Djibouti. 

¶ Those suffering from malnutrition and facing starvation, 

¶ Those who have no clean water to drink, and who suffer with otherwise preventable diseases 

and infections. 


