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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

January 22, 2017 

 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

On the Hook for Discipleship 

 

“Follow me,” Jesus says to brothers Andrew and Simon, both fishermen, “and I will 

make you fish for people” (Matt. 4:19). Down the shore, we assume Jesus says 

something similar to James and John, also brothers and fishermen. Nets were 

dropped, a father was left high and dry, and the first four disciples were led away 

from business as usual and led into God’s business. Not your ordinary day on the 

boat. 

Maybe you or someone you know has had a dramatic experience of God’s call to 

discipleship. The Spirit’s push or pull led away from business as usual and led into a 

vocation of service and sacrifice in Christ’s name. There is a night and day difference 

between life before and life after God’s invitation to discipleship. 

Extraordinary experiences of God’s call and discipleship, as awe-inspiring as they 

are, can seem to let those of us with ordinary lives and jobs off the hook. We can 

think someone needs to be called, not just hired, to do God’s work. We can think this, 

but we’d be wrong. 

For most of us, instead of being led away to follow Christ’s invitation to discipleship, 

we are led deeper into our lives and work. Instead of dramatic “night and day” clarity, 

it slowly dawns on us: our lives and work are different because we follow Jesus. We 

are more patient, giving, and forgiving. When life-as-planned changes—a 

relationship unravels, a job is lost, longed-for hopes go unfulfilled—we find 

ourselves increasingly resilient, secured in the net of God’s grace and Christian 

community. 

We may not have a call, we may not have a job, but each of us has a God-given 

vocation. Sometimes this means graciously and generously doing and giving. 

Sometimes it means graciously and generously being and receiving. Each of us is 

personally “on the hook” for discipleship, invited and empowered to love and serve 

God, family, and neighbors near and far. 

 

Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License #SAS103424. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude          

The Invitation of the Bell  

(please stand as you are able) 

Gathering song:     “We Praise You O God”   #870 (red book) 
 

1. We praise you, O God, Our redeemer, creator; 

  In grateful devotion, our tribute we bring. 

 We lay it before you; We kneel and adore you; 

  We bless your holy name; Glad praises we sing. 

  

2. We worship you, God of our fathers, we bless you; 

  Through trial and tempest our guide you have been. 

 When perils o'er take us, you will not forsake us, 

  And with your help, O Lord, our struggles we win. 

  

3. With voices united our praises we offer 

  And gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise. 

 With you, Lord, beside us, your strong arm will guide us. 

  To you, our great redeemer, forever be praised! 
  

Words: Julia C. Cory. Music: A Valerius.  Public Domain. 

 

Greeting & Prayer of the Day:  

P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: and also with you. 

P: Let us pray…Lord God… 

C: your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon 

us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come 

through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

(please be seated) 

Welcome & Praise Reports 

  

GATHERING 
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Praise Song:  “He Has Made Me Glad” 

I will enter his gates with thanksgiving in my heart, 

I will enter his courts with praise. 

I will say this is the day that the Lord has made; 

I will rejoice for he has made me glad. 

He has made me glad, he has made me glad, 

I will rejoice for he has made me glad. 

He has made me glad, he has made me glad, 

I will rejoice for he has made me glad.   [repeat] 
 

Words and Music by Leona Von Brethorst. CCLI Song # 1493. © 1976 Universal Music - Brentwood Publishing. 

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. Ccli.com. CCLI License # 11396410 

 

 

 

Time with God’s Kids        Pastor Carol Been 

 

First Reading:      I Corinthians 1:10-18 

  

Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you,  

but that you be united in the same mind and the same purpose.   

For it has been reported to me by Chloe's people  

that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters.  

What I mean is that each of you says,  

"I belong to Paul," or "I belong to Apollos,"  

 "I belong to Cephas," or "I belong to Christ."   

Has Christ been divided?  Was Paul crucified for you?  

Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?  

I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius,  

so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name.   

(I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that,  

I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 

For Christ did not send me to baptize  

but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom,  

so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,  

but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
  

AM: Word of God, Word of Life   C:  Thanks be to God! 

WORD 
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Psalm Reading:   Psalm 27:1,4-9       (read responsively) 

A: The LORD is my light and my salvation;  

whom then shall I fear?  
 

C: The LORD is the stronghold of my life;  

of whom shall I be afraid? 
  

A: When evildoers assail me to devour my flesh – 
 

C: my adversaries and foes— 

they shall stumble and fall. 
 

A: Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; 
 

C; though war rise up against me,  

yet I will be confident. 
  

A: One thing I ask of the LORD; one thing I seek; 
 

C: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD  

all the days of my life;  
 

A: to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD  

and to seek God in the temple. 
  

A: For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, 
 

C: hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, 

  and raise me high upon a rock. 
  

A: Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies  

who surround me.   
 

C: Therefore, I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary,  

sacrifices of rejoicing; 
 

A: I will sing and make music to the LORD. 
 

C Hear my voice, O LORD, when I call; 

  have mercy on me and answer me. 
 

A: My heart speaks your message—"Seek my face." 
 

C: Your face, O LORD, I will seek. 
  

A: Hide not your face from me,  

turn not away from your servant in anger.   
 

C: Cast me not away—you have been my helper;  

forsake me not, O God of my salvation.    

 (please stand as you are able) 
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Gospel Acclamation      “Halle, Halle, Halle”   # 172 (red book) 

 

Music: Caribbean traditional; arr. Mark Sedio. Arr. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726427. 

 

P:       The Good News of Jesus according to:                                   Matthew 4:12-23 

C:  Glory to You, O Lord  

Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee.   

He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea,  

in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali,   

So that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

 "Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea,  

across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles —  

the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, 

 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death,  

light has dawned." 

From that time Jesus began to proclaim,  

"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near."  

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers,  

Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother,  

casting a net into the sea — for they were fishermen. 

And he said to them, "Follow me, and I will make you fish for people."   

Immediately they left their nets and followed him.   

As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee  

and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee,  

mending their nets, and he called them.   

Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him. 

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues  

and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom  

and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 

P:  The good news of Jesus   C:  Thanks be to you, O Christ 
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Message                Pastor Carol Been 
 

(please stand as you are able – an Usher will come by and pick up your Prayer cards) 
 

3ÏÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ $ÁÙ:             Will You Come and Follow Me?     #798 (red book) 
  

 
 

Words: John L. Bell. Music:  Scottish traditional, arr. John L. Bell. Text and arr. © 1987 Iona Community,  

admin. GIA Pubications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726427 
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Apostles Creed 

P:   With the whole Church, let us affirm our faith:  

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  Creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son our Lord, 

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

on the third day he rose again;  

He ascended into heaven, 

He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

And He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

Prayers of the People (please be seated) 

AM:  Holy God, you call us to fish for people. Tear down divisions and unite the 

church universal in your mission. Make us of the same mind and purpose in 

service and worship to you. Hear us, O God. 

C:      Your mercy is great. 

 

AM:  Nurturing God, you call us to care for creation. Breathe into us the joy and 

beauty of stewardship. Teach us to care for the small seed and the expansive 

sky. Hear us, O God. 

C:      Your mercy is great. 

 

AM:  Compassionate God, you call us to care for the stranger in our midst. Sustain 

refugees from every country and empower organizations that provide food and 

shelter for them, especially Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service. Hear 

us, O God. 

C:      Your mercy is great. 
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AM: We pray for the world.  This week from the Cycle of World Prayer we especially 

lift up Cyprus, Greece, and Turkey.  May they live in your peace and 

protection, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

AM:  Redeeming God, you break the oppressor’s rod. Bring an end to tyranny and 

poverty. Wipe out fear. Uphold all your children who suffer in body, mind, or 

spirit (especially those we name here silently or aloud…). Heal us with your 

presence. Hear us, O God. 

C:      Your mercy is great. 

 

AM:  Triune God, you call us into relationship with you. Raise up leaders in your 

church who risk looking foolish for the sake of the gospel. Hear us, O God. 

C:      Your mercy is great. 

 

AM:  We pray for guidance for Bishop Eaton and Bishop Holmerud. Hear us, O God. 

C:      Your mercy is great. 

 

AM: Bless the ministry of St. Phillips Church in Carmel, our sister congregation in 

our El Camino Real Conference as we lift them up in prayer.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

AM: Ever-living God, you call us to rest in you. Keep us faithful on earth and bring 

us to life everlasting with the saints of every time and place. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: Receive these prayers in the name of Christ, the light of the world, who is one 

with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Reconciliation & Peace                                                                                              

P: As you have been reconciled with God, so now reach out to those just around                 

you and share the reconciliation of God with others. 

P: The peace of Christ be with you.    

C: and also with you.  

 

 

P: God be with you 

C: And also with you 

MEAL 
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P: Lift up your hearts! 

C: We lift them to the Lord 

P: Let us give thanks to God. 

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

P:  God of all time and space, you touch us with your Light in this time of Epiphany, 

reminding us of your wisdom and love made human among us.  You set us alight with 

your Spirit, calling us to be the hope and joy you promise to all creation – to nurture 

your realm of peace, already alive – around, among, and between us.  So we join our 

voices with the peoples of all times and places as we sing: 

 

 “What Feast of Love”      #487 vs 1, 3 (red book) 

 
Text:  Delores Dufner. Music: English ballad, 16th century. Text © 1993 Delores Dufner,  

admin. OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726427. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed,  

our Lord Jesus took bread,  

gave thanks, broke it,  

and gave it to his followers saying: 

Take and eat; this is my life, given for you.   

Do this to re-member me. 

 

Later, during the meal, he took the cup,  

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant given to you and to all people  

for the forgiveness of sin.   

Whenever you do this, re-member me. 

 

So let this moment be held in the brightness of your being.   

Let this bread, wine, and all of us be blessed  

by the breath of your Spirit.  

With your people in every time and place,  

we praise and glorify you forever.  Amen. 
 

P: Let us pray together the prayer of Jesus, a prayer of hope for a new creation.  

The Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 
 

P: All are invited and welcome at this table. We come together and kneel or not as 

we desire.  There is gluten-free unleavened bread, red wine or white grape 

juice in the individual cups.   If you chose not to receive the bread and wine 

you are invited to come for a blessing, or stay in your seat in silent prayer.  

(For those who cannot come to the table, we will come to you.)  

Invitation to the table 

P: Come to the banquet, for nothing and no one can take your place.  This is 

God’s table, and Jesus is the host of this meal.  It is a table of grace and it is all 

we will ever need.  
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Communion Music :       Catherine Ellacer 

Post-Communion Blessing & Prayer 

P: We thank you, O God, that you have strengthened our hearts through this feast 

of life and love.  Be light for our path, that we may do justice, love kindness, and 

walk humbly with you, now and forever.       

 

C: Amen 

 

 

The Offering is Received  (please sing during the gathering of the offering) 
 

Offering Song:  “We Are An Offering”          #146 (purple book) 

 

Words and Music by Dwight Liles. CCLI Song # 16220. © 1984 Word Music, LLC.  

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. ccli.com 

CCLI License # 11396410 

SENDING 
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Offering prayer 

C:   Gracious God, in the abundance of your steadfast love, you call us from 

darkness to light, from indifference to justice, from hatred and violence to peace 

and reconciliation.  With these gifts we offer ourselves to you, our hands for your 

work.  Amen. 

 

Time of Testimony & Invitation   

Blessing:  (please stand as you are able) 

Sending Song:       “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”    

1.  Blest be the tie that binds 

Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 

Is like to that above. 
 

2.  Before our Father's throne 

We pour our ardent prayers; 

 Our fears, our hopes, our alms, are one, 

Our comforts and our cares. 
 

3.  We share our mutual woes, 

Our mutual burdens bear, 

And often for each other flows 

The sympathizing tear. 
 

4. When here our pathways part, 

We suffer bitter pain; 

Yet, one in Christ and one in heart, 

We hope to meet again. 
 

5. From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

And sin we shall be free 

And perfect love and friendship reign 

Through all eternity. 
 

Words by John Fawcett.  Music by Johann Hans Georg Nägeli. Public Domain. 

 

Dismissal 

P: Empowered by the Holy Spirit, go and be God’s disciples in the world 

C: Thanks be to God.  We will! 
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Those in Service today 

    Pastor:   Pastor Carol Been 

Organist:     Catherine Ellacer 

Ushers:      Bob Balcomb/Les Grundy 

Acolytes: Tristen Fabris/ Damian 

Hernandez/Donovan Plummer 

Reader/Lector:  Joanne Peronto 

Altar Care:   Linda Perez   

Refreshments:   Bob Zeiher 

Flowers:      Shirley and Len Brothers in 

                                         appreciation of Pastor Carol Been’s   

                                         ministry to our congregregation. 

 

 

  Prayer List

        Anna Lisa Holte              

        Mario Chissesi                    

        Marie Hughes           Eva Woodall                       

                                                                       

               **Please let us know the names of those you would like included on the prayer list. 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle—This week 

January 22, 2017 

Cyprus, Greece, Turkey 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Pray for:  The healing of the open deep wounds inflicted by the early 20th 

century genocides of the indigenous Armenian, Greek, and Assyrian 
Christian communities in the Ottoman Empire; The greater tolerance toward 

minorities in Turkey and the just resolution of their unresolved, legitimate 
claims; The return of missing and displaced persons in the aftermath of the 

invasion and division of Cyprus; the peaceful and just resolution of the 
Cyprus problem; and the restoration to the Church of Cyprus of the many 

abandoned churches in occupied northern Cyprus; Those who work to 
bridge the divides among the people of the region, elected officials and local 

“grassroots” efforts; The people of Greece as they struggle to recover from 

the effects of the financial crisis and the high rate of unemployment as well 
as the spiritual renewal of all people who are struggling under chronic 

economic, social, political, and moral weaknesses; The hapless migrants 
and refugees who cross the borders of the region and for those who 

minister to their needs with charity, compassion, and forbearance, free of 
prejudice and enmity. 

 

Financials/Attendance for Jan. 15: 

Attendance:  27 

Offering: $1550.00 

SCOTM   $77.00      

  

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED WITH REFRESHMENTS, LECTOR, AND 

FLOWERS.  PLEASE SIGN UP IN THE ENTRANCE AREA 
 

Social Concern of the Month   
International Refugee Committee for Aleppo  

 
 

~~~~ANNOUNCEMENTS~~~~ 

Today is the last Sunday with Pastor Carol Been. We would like to send 

our warmest “THANK YOU” for your warmth, generosity, prayer, gentle 

visitations and time taken with our congregation. You will be missed. 



 

 
16 

Upcoming Events 

 

Interfaith Panel & Conversation 

Wednesday, January 25 at 7 p.m. in the Social Hall 

Research over the last several decades supports the view that social diversity is part of what has 

made Silicon Valley such a center of creativity. Socially diverse groups have been shown to be 

more innovative, diversity in top management is associated with higher firm value, and scientific 

papers written by more diverse groups tend to get more citations and be more impactful. (“How 

Diversity Makes Us Smarter,” Scientific American October 2014) 

  

Please join us on Wednesday, January 25, when a panel of religious leaders will be speaking about 

the different experiences of their particular group in America. 

  

Islam will be represented by Stanford Chaplain Taqwa Surapati, who serves the Stanford Cancer 

Center in Los Gatos. The diverse Christian communities in our town will be represented by 

Reverend Dave Watermulder, who serves a Mainline Church, Mike Smith, Bishop of The Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints on Rose Avenue in Los Gatos, Father Rick Rodoni, head priest of 

St Mary’s, and Chaplain Robert McKay, a Seventh Day Adventist minister, who directs the 

chaplaincy program at Good Samaritan Hospital. Also speaking will be Rabbi Melanie Aron from 

Congregation Shir Hadash, a Jewish congregation that is part of the Reform movement. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.pclg.org/hp_wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Interfaith-Panel-Slide.jpg
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Faith Lutheran’s Hospitality Credo 
Mission: By the Power of God: Caring, Sharing, Praying, Growing 

Caring & Growing 
1. All are welcome 

 We are inclusive 

 We value you being here 

Caring & Praying 
2. We expect to meet Jesus 

  Every Sunday when we gather 
  Communion/ Lordõs Supper is open to everyone without restrictions 

Praying & Sharing 
3. Service 

 Worship on Sunday is when we gather to receive Godõs service to us, 

 and to thank and praise God. 

 Serving our neighbor and the stranger is what we are sent out to do. 

 

4. Grateful and Thankful 

 We know all of life is a gift and blessing from God. 

 We are sent out to be a blessing to everyone we meet. 

Sharing 
5. Sharing our resources 

 Financial: One of Godõs many blessings is our financial gifts 

  FLC shares 15% of all our offerings, plus the social concern of  

  the month offerings with: 

  The broader Lutheran church 

  The world 

  Our neighbors 

 Energy:  We give our time and passion to 6 local community charities 

 

Praying & Growing 
6. We are human 

 We struggle with our lack of faith & human condition 

 We confess our sins 

 We repent ð that is turn around to Jesus 

 We accept forgiveness, sometimes 

 We are blessed with Godõs love and forgiveness 

 As Lutherans, we live daily as both saint and forgiven sinner. 

 Which means we are human. 
 


